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A 501 (c)(4) non-profit organization dedicated to 
promoting the hobby of coin collecting through 

education. 
 PAN SPRING COIN SHOW - RECAP  

Fall Coin Show – Oct 23, 24, 25, 2014 
Bourse Chairman, Blaine Shiff 
Cybercoins.net    412-531-4100       

2925 West Liberty Ave.                    
Pittsburgh,  PA  15216 

https://www.facebook.com/PANcoins  

DEALER NOTES:  PAN 2014 Fall Coin Show Contracts are 
available and can be accessed on the Dealer Info Page by 
visiting the PAN website   www.pancoins.org    

The pay by credit card option is also available to pay your 
table fee. The 10% discount pricing is in effect until 9/15/14.  

 The PAN Spring Coin Show successfully concluded on Saturday 
May 10th with an attendance of 1,291 collectors coming through 
the door. We do not count dealers, helpers, or PAN volunteers in 
that number. There were 102 dealer booths and 124 tables of 
numismatic items. 

The above photo is our PAN table with PAN president Tom 
Uram and US Postal worker Dina Lord holding a first day cover 
with the image of 13th Governor of Pa. James Pollock. He along 
with Salmon Chase, Treasury Secretary under Lincoln and 
Reverend Mark Watkinson were instrumental in having the 
National Motto, In God We Trust, placed on our nation’s coinage. 

Seated are PAN member Corleen Chesonis and Membership 
chairman Charles “Skip” Culleiton. 

PAN will be there      See page 4 

Pay your PAN dues on line  
www.pancoins.org 

John Burns and The Giant Meatball   
page 3  

In God 
We Trust 
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PAN 2014 Regular Membership Cards have been 
mailed. If you paid your dues and did not receive a 
card email us at pancoins@gmail.com   The $12 per 
calendar year  dues can also be paid online via our 
website www.pancoins.org  or mailed to PAN, 1985 
Lincoln Way, Suite 23  #225, White Oak, PA 15131 

John Burns’ Book Inventory Sold – On Friday May 9th a 
book auction was conducted at the storage facility of 
numismatic book dealer John Burns who unexpectedly 
died this past January. There were in excess of 8,000 
books and catalogues that made it necessary to sell very 
large lots of John’s collection. Many collectors expressed 
an interest in purchasing individual volumes but the 

size of his inventory made it more cost 
effective to offer the material to book 
wholesalers that came to Pittsburgh to 
bid. One of the interesting lots was a 
hardbound set of numismatists from 
the early 30’s through the 1980’s.  

The collection of books filled two large 
20’ X 40’ storage lockers and three 
smaller lockers that were 15’ x 20’ 
each.  It took a massive effort by a 
team of PAN members to sort, clean, 
box and stack the books to be viewed 
reasonably by interested parties.
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John Burns Remembrance Dinner was 
held Friday evening May 9t at the 
Wooden Nickel Restaurant in 
Monroeville. A crowd of sixty of John’s 
friends and business associates attended 
an upbeat and respectful roast of John 
with many recalling a story or two as 
emcee Sam Deep passed the 
microphone around the room. 

At left Brad Karleff recalls the last 
evening that he and friends dined with 
Big John at a Brazilian Steakhouse at the 
Fun Show in Orlando without any 
indication that he would pass away in 

his sleep that same evening. John’s last 
night on this earth was with the friends he loved and 
enjoying an evening with great food and fine drink. 

One of the many highlights of the night was Wayne 
Homren’s hilarious story about the 1988 visit to prominent 
numismatic book collector Armand Champa’s personal 
library and the follow up dinner that John was invited to 
and was disappointed in that it wasn’t at Armand’s usual 
excellent steakhouse that John was so looking forward to 
along with that big free steak. Armand reassured him that 
the selected Italian restaurant was equally as good but John 
was not easily convinced. Armand took it upon himself to discreetly call the chef in advance and asked him to 
prepare a special dish with the emphasis on red meat for his special large friend. As the numismatic 
luminaries were seated the chef appeared and placed before John’s eyes the largest meatball on a bed of 
spaghetti that the roomful had ever seen. The look on Burns’ face and the roar of laughter was priceless.  

Armand passed 
away in 1997. I am 
sure John Burns and 
Armand are now 
recalling that special 
night and the great 
memories and 
numismatic book 
tales that were the 
passion that they 
each shared. 

The evening ended 
with a small auction 
of interesting items 
that John collected 
would want some of 
his friends to have.  



 

 

PAN will have a table set up at the upcoming ANA World’s Fair 
of Money to be held August 5th through 9th 2014 at the Stephens 
Convention Centre, Chicago / Rosemont, IL.  PAN members Tom 
Corey, Tom Uram, and Pat McBride will be manning the table and 
working to promote PAN. 

One item to mention that has been brought up and we were 
unaware of is that the travel costs, hotel rooms, meals, and related 
expenses are personally paid for out of pocket by those volunteers 
making the trip. The table we have at the club midway is free 
compliments of the ANA. The only money that is paid out with 
PAN funds is the small fee for one display case and one light. 
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PANKidZone had 55 kids attend during the Spring 
Coin Show. Filling penny folders was a popular past 
time before the program and auction started. The two 
young girls and mom are shown attending their first 
KidZone. Mom said when she told her girls that they 
were going to a coin show they got real excited because 
they thought they were going to see dancing coins on a 
stage. They still had a very good time and enjoyed their 
entire experience.  

The room began to fill quickly 
as a line began to form during 
registration. Each young 
person is given a packet that 
has free coins and ten PAN 
dollars that can be used for the 
kid’s auction. The talk that was 
presented by host Sam Deep 
covered the grading of Barber 
coins with the focus on barber 

dimes. Each participant was given one to grade and allowed to keep it for their collection. Sam 
showed them what to look for to determine the numerical grade and used a power point presentation 
to demonstrate how to use the popular Photograde guide. The program is quick paced with questions 
followed by a free coin for the right answer. There never seems to be a shortage of hands in the air. 

The auction is always the highlight and held as the last part of the program. Fifty lots of a variety of 
numismatic items were offered. PAN purchases the lots or relies on donations from our dealers that 
are very generous and glad to be able to help a successful and vibrant program. The PANKidZone 
takes place on Saturday during the spring and fall coin shows. If your kids or grandkids have never 
been to one then please make the time to bring them. We have some high school age young people 
that have been coming since they were very young and still enjoy it. 
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In God We Trust medal is the latest PAN project that is continuing with great enthusiasm. PAN 
president Tom Uram developed the idea as a result of the National Motto 150th Anniversary. They are 
for sale on the PAN website www.pancoins.org with payment by credit card or can be purchased by 
check using the form at below. Part of the proceeds of the medal sale is donated to PAN.  

The key players 
in having the 
motto placed on 
our coinage were 
U.S. Mint 
Director and later 
13th Governor of 
PA, James 
Pollock, Salmon 
P. Chase Treasury 
Secretary under 
Abraham Lincoln 
and Reverend 
Mark R. 
Watkinson. 

Each medal is 
housed in a folder 
that explains the 
idea of a National 
Motto and each 
man’s role in the 
process of an Act 
of Congress to 
have In God We 
Trust placed on 
the two-cent 
piece of 1864.  

The likeness of 
these famous men 
is beautifully 
done by the skill 
of U.S. Mint 
sculptor and 
engraver Don 
Everhart. These 
medals make a 
great gift along 
with an historic 
story.  



 

 

www.pittsburghelderlaw.com 

ZACHARIA & BROWN 

 Law Firm handling the Estate of  
John H. Burns 

Direct all inquiries & correspondence 
to the McKeesport address. 

Administrator – Patrick E. McBride 
Assisting – Wayne Homren & PAN 
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Numismatic Book Dealer John H. Burns and his 
parent’s, Henry and Vivian, cremated remains 
were laid to rest with a grave side service on 
Saturday morning June 7, 2014.  John is interred at 
Union Cemetery, Greensburg, PA. John’s father 
served in the U.S. Air Force on Tinian Island 
during the preparations for the Enola Gay’s 
famous mission during World War II. 
Our plan is to have a military marker placed at the 
grave along with a marker for John. The generous  
contributions to the John Burns Memorial Fund 
made this possible. If you would like to contribute 
please go to the PAN website   www.pancoins.org 

Arrangements by: 
Barnhart Funeral Home, Inc.  
505 E. Pittsburgh St. 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

Rod Burress, a dealer specializing in copper coinage and a regular at our coin shows passed away 
Sunday, May 11, 2014 at the age of 70. He was always set up beside Tom Reynolds. Rod would 
arrive at our PAN shows and arrange his table then would notice that we were still setting out 
cases and lights and would roll up his sleeves and help out. He was a very kind and caring person 
and will be deeply missed. 

PAN NUMBERS continue to grow. Each category is increasing every few months. The increase is due 
to our exposure through or coin shows, paid advertising, social media, and by word of mouth from 
our supporters. The trend may eventually come to a halt but we are sure enjoying the ride in the 
meantime. Thanks to all of our new members for keeping us on the move!   
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KESHEQUA COINS   www.keshequacoins.com 
PAT & BJ COINS   www.patandbjcoins.com 
TOMAHAWK COIN   www.vicbakercoins.com 
EXECUTIVE COIN CO    www.executivecoin.com 
HAROLD B WEITZ     www.thinkcoins.com 
THE REEDED EDGE    www.reedededge.com 
BOB'S COINS    bobscoinsonline.com 
TREASURE HUNT   www.treasurehuntcoins.com 
TOM REYNOLDS    www.earlycoppers.com 
COIN CAROLINA    www.carolinacoin.com 
BILL & WALTS HOBBY SHOP   www.billandwalts.com 
BUTTERNUT COINS    www.butternut.org 
ELUSIVE SPONDULIX    www.rarecoin.com 
WORKINGMANS COINS   www.workingmancoins.com 
SAFE COLLECTING SUPPLIES  www.safepub.com 
SIGNATURE ART MEDALS www.signatureartmedals.com 
GreatCollections Auctions  www.greatcollections.com 

PAN DEALERS and ADVERTISERS 
 Did we miss you?  Send your web link to   pancoins@gmail.com 

JADE RARE COINS     www.jaderarecoin.com 
PENNY PINCHER    www.pennypinchercoin.com 
CYBERCOINS    www.cybercoins.net 
LARRY BRIGGS    www.larrybriggsrarecoins.com 
RICH UHRICH    www.richuhrichcoins.com 
DOUGLAS WINTER   www.raregoldcoins.com 
JOHN KRALJEVICH    www.jkamericana.com 
THE COIN EXCHANGE   www.charleslitmancoins.com  
INGRID O’NEIL   www.ioneil.com 
SO-CALLED DOLLAR   www.so-calleddollar.com 
STACK’S BOWERS GALLERIES www.stacksbowers.com 
CARAT COIN    www.caratcoin.com   
ANACS   www.anacs.com  
DICK OSBURN RARE COINS   www.DickOsburn.com 
NANSON NUMISMATICS  www.nansonnumismatics.com 
MARKET HARMONY  www.marketharmony.net 
PRO COINS   www.procoins.com 

GREAT LAKES COIN & JEWELRY   www.greatlakescoinandjewelry.com 
NUMISMATIC AMERICANA   www.numismaticamericana.com 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION   www.money.org 

COIN CURRENCY & COLLECTIBLES    www.coinscurrencyandcollectibles.com 
JOHN P. SABOTA AUCTIONEER   www.johnpsabotaauctioneer.com 

ICTA Industry Council for Tangible Assets   http://www.ictaonline.org/ 
ANGEL DEE’S COINS & COLLECTIBLES   http://www.angeldees.com/ 
AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION  www.theshekel.org 

Yablonski, Costello & Leckie   http://www.ycllawfirm.com/ 
THE 1715 FLEET SOCIETY www.1715fleetsociety.com 
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YOUR BUSINESS DISPLAY 
AD HERE   All advertisers in the Clarion 
(our print journal) will have an ad appear in our 
PANeNEWS.  Our eNEWS circulation is at 813 
and growing every month.   It makes good 
business sense for you to become a part of it.  For 
those that have been advertising with us, your 
exposure has increased.  Don’t miss out.  For 
rates and deadlines contact: Clarion Editor Rich 
Jewell at:   rcj2543@earthlink.net    or visit the 
Clarion Page on our website   www.pancoins.org 

  


