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PAN is the host organization for the American Numismatic 

Association’s World’s Fair of Money to be held at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA this August 14 – 18.  We will be 
manning the welcome table at the coin show entrance.  This coin 
convention, by all measures, is the premier numismatic event of the 
year.  We have assembled a great team of volunteers from various coin 
clubs to lend our skills to make this ANA convention a memorable 
experience for the thousands of visitors to the City of Brotherly love. 

PAN will also have a corner table #246 in the Club Midway section of 
the bourse floor.  If you are going to the ANA Convention then please 
stop by to say hello, rest your feet, look at some of our PANAuction 
items, pay your 2019 dues, and grab a wooden nickel. 

PAN - HOST ORGANIZATION ANA-WFM 

MacCoin Quest 

See page 3 
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Heritage Auctions will be offering a one of a kind George 
Washington gold piece that is part of Eric Newman’s collection. 
The story is that president Washington carried this as a pocket 

piece.  It will be auctioned on August 16th 
Platinum Night. 

One of the 1787 gold 
Brasher Doubloons and 
seven of the finest known 
1780s New York colonial 
era copper coins will be 

displayed together for the first 
time in an educational exhibit hosted 
by PCGS.                                      

Named the “Supernova,” an 1857-S Double Eagle with unique, mind-blowing toning was 
among the thousands of U.S. and world gold coins recovered during the last sunken treasure 
mission to the fabled “Ship of Gold,” the SS Central America, that sank in 1857. It will be 
publicly displayed for the first time at the American Numismatic Association 2018 

Philadelphia World’s Fair of Money. 

1792 Birch Cent – The finest of the seven known 1792 Birch Cent 
patterns, graded NGC MS65RB, will be displayed with other early 
American numismatic treasures by Kevin Lipton at the ANA 2018 

World’s Fair of Money.   
 

Be sure to have a look around to experience the best of the best! 

The Armstrong Family Collection includes thousands of historic artifacts saved by astronaut 
Neil Armstrong and his immediate family. CAG will showcase over a dozen of the most 
significant artifacts from this collection, including several that were on the Apollo 11 mission 
to the moon, in which Armstrong famously made the "giant leap for mankind." See these 
artifacts on display at NGC Booth #1417 through the afternoon of Friday, August 17. 

There are many notable 

coins to see at the ANA-

WFM.  The obvious is a 
visit to the ANA Money 
Museum display. Here are 
a few more incredible 
coins that will be scattered 
throughout the bourse 
floor.  Make a note to stop 
by some of these booths to 
have a look. 
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PAN has a numismatic MacMoment on August 3rd.  To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Big 

Mac, McDonald’s unveiled the MacCoin, a limited edition global currency. The promotion Began at 
lunch time on August 2nd.  Customers were able to receive a MacCoin with the purchase of a Big Mac at 
14,000 participating restaurants across the U.S., while supplies lasted. Starting on August 3rd through 
2018, customers can redeem their MacCoin for a free Big Mac at participating McDonald’s restaurants in 
the U.S. and in more than 50 participating countries. 

More than 6.2 million MacCoins were distributed globally 
in more than 50 countries while supplies lasted. These good 

for tokens feature five unique designs, each representing a 

decade of the Big Mac.  Each MacCoin design pulls in elements from that time in 
history, nodding to art, music and pop culture, while the front-side of the MacCoin 
celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Big Mac. The ‘70s showcased the decade’s 
flower power.  The ‘80s alluded to pop art.  The ‘90s defined with bold, abstract 

shapes.  The early ‘00s specifically focused on the 
technology that was at the forefront of the turn of the 
century.  The evolution of communication is the 
theme of the ‘10s decade.  

The coin bug impulse hit at noon on August 4th with the purchase of a Big Mac at a McDonalds in 

Wilkinsburg, Western Pennsylvania.  Well that was 
easy so I purchased two more but only got one 
more design.  I made an inquiry as to how the 
distribution of the five different types would be 
handled and was told that each location was 
provided 250 tokens of mixed designs.  Now this 
posed a dilemma as to the most efficient and cost 
effective way to acquire all five designs.  I knew 
that the Big Mac was conceived locally in 

Uniontown Pennsylvania and that there was 
actually a Big Mac museum at the McDonalds 
franchise in Irwin Pennsylvania only a few 
miles away.  I introduced myself to the store 
manager and related the idea of a numismatic 
article with a few photos of his store.  I asked if he could 
muster up all five varieties and he did but I was required 
to make five separated Big Mac purchases, which I did.  

The U.S Route 30 location was a pleasure to visit with 
all the information and history of the Big Mac. 

James Delligatti thought up the concept for 
the Big Mac in 1965 and started serving it 
at his Uniontown McDonald's in April 
1967 for 45 cents. By 1968, the Big Mac 
was on the menu of every American McDonald's, and in 1969, it accounted for 19% 
of total sales.  The famous 1970s jingle tells us the burger contains: "two all-beef 
patties, special sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions on a sesame-seed bun. 
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The PAN Fall Coin Show and Convention has been 
moved from our usual late October date to September 
13 – 15.  This was necessary due to the Whitman 
Baltimore Coin Expo moving from their usual 
November spot.  We would have lost 34 dealers if we 
had not moved our date.  

Unfortunately, our current date conflicts with the 
National Battlefield Show in Gettysburg.  The good 
news is that some of the dealers are splitting and doing 
both PAN and Gettysburg.  Our position is that both 
shows will do very well with minimal effect on each 
other. 

Some of the PAN show highlights will be the lecture 
by Bob Evans Chief Scientist and Historian of the S.S. 

Central America. Bob is currently working on 
processing new discoveries from the Ship of Gold and 
will be able to share the latest finds with us. 

Cindy Calhoun of Cindy’s Cents will be rolling 
elongated cents with the S.S. Central America theme. 
Be sure to stop at her table for this cool give-a-way. 

The International Association of Silver Art Collectors 
(IASAC) is having their gathering and convention at 
the PAN Show.  We are delighted that they chose our 
show as a place to meet. 

PAN is also having our very fine banquet on Thursday 
evening, a great lecture series on Friday, and wrapping 
up with our popular PANKidZone on Saturday. 

That is what we are now doing on our PAN Facebook page.  We have 
about six Pennsylvania Coin Clubs that have us consistently post their 
monthly meetings on our page.  These notices are proving to be very 
popular. They receive quite a few likes and positive feedbacks from the 
3.200+ people that follow us.  If your coin club would like us to announce 
your meeting notices through this very popular social media tool then 
please email us your contact information and meeting date at 
pancoins@gmail.com 

Give us your topic for the month and we will place a cool photo of the 
coin or subject matter to be presented.  PAN would greatly appreciate it if 
you would in kind share our Coin Shows on your club page.  This is a 
great platform to extend outreach to those that may not know about coin 
hobby information in their own area.    
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A Silver Half-penny of John Baliol 
By E. Tomlinson Fort 

 
A silver half-penny of John Baliol, King of Scots (1292-1296) struck at St. Andrews.  The obverse reads IOHANNES DEI GRA while 
the reverse has the inscription CiVITA S ANDRE. 

The origins of the town of St. Andrews are lost to history. In the eighth century Oengus I 
son of Fergus, king of the Picts (732-761), founded a monastery there to house some bones 
of St. Andrew that were brought to the town by St. Regulus. From this period onwards the 

town become one of the most important centres of Christianity in Scotland and an 
important place of pilgrimage that brought people from all over Europe. 

In the reign of King David I (1124-1153) a mint was established in the town.  Only one 

moneyer, Mainard, is known to have struck coins.  Sadly the sources from the reign give no 
information as to whether or not the profits of this small mint (only about five examples are 
known today) went of the  king or Bishop Robert of Scone (1124-1159). 

No coins bearing a St. Andrews mint signature are known for the reigns of Malcolm IV 
(1153-1165), William I (1165-1214) or Alexander II (1214-1249).  It is likely that mint 
activity ceased in the burgh during David I’s lifetime or shortly afterwards. 

Early in the reign of Alexander III (1249-1286) coins bearing a St. Andrews mint signature struck by the moneyer Thomas were 
struck.  All of this issue appeared early in the reform of the coinage that began in 1250. However, like many of the small mints that 
appear during this phase of Alexander’s ‘long cross’ coinage the mint seems to have ceased to function well before the king’s next 
reform in 1280. 

Two documentary sources, the Scotichronicon by Walter Bower and the Orygynale Cronykil of Scotland by Andrew of Winton 
written in the early 15th century, record King Alexander III granting minting rights at St. Andrews to Bishop William Fraser in 1283. 
Sadly, the grant has not survived.  Equally, the coins struck by Alexander III during this period do not have a mint signature.  It has 
been presumed that all of the coins during this period were struck at Berwick since the town was Scotland’s largest and was the 
kingdoms chief centre of trade.  If St. Andrews was active in the period between 1283 and 1292 there is no numismatic evidence to 
support it. 

It is during the reign of John Baliol (1292-1296) that St. Andrews once again appears as a mint.  This time both pennies and half 
pennies were produced there.  All coins from this mint are rare, but the later coinage is especially so.  Dating King John’s coinage is 
fairly straight forward.  During the inter-regnum that occurred after Alexander III’s death in 1286 coinage seems to have continued to 
be produced in his name.  Such a practice was not uncommon in mediaeval Europe.  In the case of 
Scotland this is demonstrated by the mules of King John obverses and Alexander III reverses. 

John Baliol received the title of king at Berwick on 17 November 1292 and was crowned at 
Scone on 30 November 1292.  Presumably his coinage began sometime after these dates.  

Though how long it took to prepare the new dies is unknown.  The coinage must have ended 
when Edward I captured and sacked Berwick on 30 March 1296. 

Contemporary accounts of Berwick’s fall put the number of civilian dead between 4,000 

and 17, 000. This must mean that any minting activity ceased by this date at the latest. The 
fate(s) on the mint workers and town officials are not recorded but they cannot have been 
pleasant. The town never again reach the economic standing that it had held in the 12th and 
13th centuries. Therefore coinage in the name of King John was struck over a period of about 
three years and two months at most. The Scottish defeat at the Battle of Dunbar on 27 April 
1296 effectively ended serious Scottish resistance. King John abdicated on 10 July 1296. 

St. Andrews seems to have been bypassed by the English invasion forces. This is not surprising. While the 
town was an important ecclesiastical centre, it held no strategic importance. Bishop William Fraser (1279-1297) was a strong 
supporter of John Baliol and opposed Edward I’s attempt to intervene in Scottish affairs. However, he 
was not present to either join King John or to rally the kingdom against the English at the time of continued next page 
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Tom Fort is a PAN board member, ANS Fellow, and numismatic researcher specializing in medieval coinage. 

Regarding the history of the mint during this period 
Holmes and Stewartby argue that the mint seems to 

have begun coining in John Baliol’s name after the principal mint at Berwick. 
Though it is impossible to know how much time passed, it is not likely to have been 

more than a month or two at most. The numismatic evidence suggests that that 
Berwick was the source of the dies used at St. Andrews. The punches used to make 
the letters are the same and the busts were crafted in the same style. Thus, the 
coinage from the town follows the lead of the much larger, and more important, 
mint to the south. 

Baliol’s coinage has been generally divided into two main issues: ‘rough’ and 
‘smooth’. The later issue was produced by dies with a more finely engraved portrait 
and a bolder letter font (especially the use of a chevron bar in the A. The earlier 
group is generally of much more coarser work than the later and many display a 
rough style of execution. This breakdown applies to coins produced at both Berwick 
and St. Andrews. Among the silver pence the early issues are more common than the 
later ones. However, among the half pennies the reverse is the case.  
The St. Andrews half penny illustrated here is from the later ‘smooth’ issue. 

Baliol’s St. Andrews issues are unique among the whole Scottish coinage in that they 
use the word ‘civitas’ on the reverse. While the term is very common on the coinage 
of Edward I and a number of his successors in England and Ireland, It never appears 
again on a Scottish coin. 

Further Reading: 
M. Ash, The Administration of the Diocese of St. Andrews 1202-1328 (unpublished PhD, University of Newcastle, 1972). 

A. Beams, The Balliol Dynasty 1210-1364 (Edinburgh, 2008). 

G.W.S. Barrow, Robert Bruce and the Community of the Realm of Scotland, 4th ed. (Edinburgh, 2005). 
M. Brown, The Wars of Scotland 1214-1371 (Edinburgh, 2004). 

E. Burns, The Coinage of Scotland, 3 vols. (Edinburgh, 1887). 

W. B. Ferguson, ‘The second coinage of St. Andrews pennies of John Baliol,’ Spink’s Numismatic Circular 108 (2000), pp.3-7. 

silver half penny continued 

King John, his crown and sceptre 

symbolically broken and with an empty coat 
of arms as depicted in the 1562 Forman 
Armorial, produced for Mary, Queen of Scots 

International Association of Silver Art Collectors 33rd Annual Convention 

IASAC has chosen the Fall PAN Coin Show at the Monroeville Convention Center, Monroeville PA as the site for their 33rd 
annual convention.  The location is at Exit #57 of the Pennsylvania Turnpike in a vibrant business district in the eastern suburbs of 
Pittsburgh. 

Initial plans are to have a silent auction and swap session following our meeting.  Please plan on attending to 

meet with new IASAC members and reacquaint with old 
friends!! 
 

PAN Fall Coin Show – September 13 – 15, 2018 
Monroeville Convention Center 

Monroeville, PA 15146 

 
http://thesilverbugle.com/ 
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More lots are added each week. 

Lots will be on display during the PAN Fall Show. 

Auction ends 5:00pm Friday, September 14th PAN Auction managed by CoinZip.com 
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PAN Fall Banquet 

Please make plans to attend 
our Fall Banquet at the 
beautiful LeMont Restaurant 
atop Mt. Washington.  The 
view is stunning.  The food 
and service are fantastic. 

 Our PAN Banquets are now 
becoming one of the must 
do events.  Even many of 
our dealers show up! 

PAN members, non- 
members, family and guests 
are all welcome.  This 
banquet will feature guest 
speaker Mr. Bob Evans 
Chief Scientist and Historian 
of the S.S. Central America.  
Bob will update us on the 
most recent finds of this 
famous sunken treasure ship. 

We will have a very relaxed 
cocktail hour with the 
Danny Baker Jazz Trio. 

If you are out of town, we 
have a shuttle bus that 
leaves at the front of the 
DoubleTree by Hilton.  
There are no driving worries 
so that you and your friends 
can enjoy the entire evening. 

Still not sure? Have a look at 
the LeMont website. 

 
http://www.lemontpittsburgh.
com/LeMont/ 

    

Conveniently make your reservation and meal selections online now through our secure website link. 

https://pancoins.org/pan-banquet/ 
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Just in case you missed our past May Coin Show there is a video of U.S. Mint Senior Legal 
Counsel Greg Weinman’s fascinating lecture about the 1933 Gold Double Eagles.  The 
Newman Numismatic Portal provided the funding to have numismatic videographer David 
Lisot at the PAN show to record this rare lecture.  The link above takes you to the NNP site 
where it is free to view by everyone.  Greg was able to finally reveal more information since all 
the litigation involved with these coins has been exhausted.  Some new revelations came to 
light concerning another 1933 gold piece.  Greg stated that he was also 100% sure where 
another 1933 double eagle was located.  That statement caught the attention of Paul Gilkes 

editor of Coin World who attended Greg’s lecture at the PAN Spring show banquet Thursday 
evening.  Paul contacted Greg the following week to inquire why he is so sure of the 
referenced coin’s whereabouts.  Greg informed him that is housed in Fort Knox, KY with the 

ten Langbord specimens and was turned in by an anonymous collector. 

How did PAN swing this lecture?  PAN President Tom Uram asked Greg if he would be willing to attend our show and present a 
lecture about the litigation involved in this fascinating case.  Greg said he would look into the possibility.  After various approvals and 
clearances the arrangements were made.  The U.S. Mint police brought two of the Langbord specimens to our coin show and our 

banquet for public display.  Many lined up to have a look at these 

rarities.  We extend sincere thanks to the many people involved to 
make this rare interesting incite of these legendary coins and 
their display possible! 

Click or copy and paste this link to your browser to 
view Greg’ talk. 

https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/545751 
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John Mercanti Sculpture Part of ANA Silent Auction 

The American Numismatic Association will conduct a silent 
auction in conjunction with the World’s Fair of Money in 
Philadelphia next week.  The 127th Anniversary ANA Awards 
Banquet & Silent Auction 

begins at 7 p.m. with a cocktail hour and silent auction viewing at 
the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown on Friday evening August 
17th. 

Retired 12th Chief engraver John Mercanti’s latest sculpture “His 
Rendition of Liberty” is a hand-signed original sculpt that will be 
one of the featured items of the silent auction with the proceeds 
benefiting the Robert Lecce Advanced Scholarship Program. 

The popular ANA silent auctions have been a marvelous chance to 
bid and own some great numismatic items.  How very fitting that 
the home city of the U.S. Mint is the setting for one of John’s latest 
works.  His eagle design on the American Silver Eagle silver coins 
are world-renowned.  Many collectors worldwide have followed 
John’s Perth Mint Wedged Tailed Eagle designs.  Mr. Mercanti 
seems to be as busy in retirement as he was during his chief 
engraver days at he mint. 

We are told that John’s granddaughter modeled for this beautiful 
rendition of Lady Liberty.  This is a good opportunity to own 
something personally special to John Mercanti and know that the 
monies went to a very worthy cause.        

The 2018 ANA official convention medals are designed by Jamie Franki and 

sculpted by noted medallic artist Heidi Wastweet.  This beautiful medal presents a 
beautiful rendition of Pennsylvania founder William Penn.  The reverse is equally 

beautiful with a design loadedwith wonderful symbolism featuring the City of 
Brotherly Love, the melodic heart shaped leaves, the all seeing eye of God on 
humanity as used in our nation’s great seal, along with a splash of Greek to keep us 

cultured.  Jamie’s ¾ facing Jefferson nickel is currently used on our nation’s 
coinage.  He has also done presentations at our past PAN coin shows.   

Obverse: William Penn; English real estate entrepreneur, 
philosopher, early Quaker, and founder of the British 

North American colony the Province of 

Pennsylvania. 
Reverse: A Love Token for Philadelphia and 

Numismatics, featuring engraved elements from American 

paper currency that form a heart shape, which serves to frame the word Love. 
 
Medals are available as a convention medal badge (1.5” bronze medal with a ribbon 
drape) $20; Bronze Medal (2.75”) $65; or as a two-medal (1.5” bronze medal and 1.5” 
.999 FS medal, numbered) set for $100.  They can be purchased at the ANA area 
(booth #99) at the show. 
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The PAN Fall Lecture series is shaping up to be another good one.  We may have one more speaker to add but will be 
able to confirm after the ANA World’s Fair of Money show ends next week. 
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PAN was pleased to have a very distinguished guest at our 
recent May Coin Show.  Our sixteenth President portrayed 
by Lincoln impersonator Dennis Boggs delighted the crowd 
with his charm and knowledge.  He participated in our 
spring banquet and coin show and made side trips to the 
Central Christian Academy, Houston, PA on Thursday 
afternoon May 10th to present a children’s program. He also 
gave a lecture on Friday evening May 11th at the Citizens 
Library, 55 South College St. Washington PA in conjunction 
with the Washington County Historical Society. 

Dennis Boggs puts forward an enlightening, informative, 
and educational look at the life of the 16th President as 
Abraham Lincoln himself might have told it.  From 

Lincoln's birth in the wilderness of Kentucky to his early 
years in Indiana and Illinois... from storekeeper to self-
taught lawyer and politician... through his years as 
President during the Civil War and his death at the hands 

of an assassin in Ford's Theater. 
 

Gettysburg Address Delivered at PAN Coin 

Banquet. VIDEO: 4:52. 
Tom Uram, President, Pennsylvania Association of 
Numismatists, Dennis Boggs, portraying Abraham 
Lincoln, David Lisot, Video Producer, 

CoinTelevision.com. 
PAN President Tom Uram presides over a dinner at 
the luxurious Le Mont Restaurant overlooking the 
city of Pittsburgh where Abraham Lincoln, 
portrayed by Dennis Boggs, delivers the 

Gettysburg Address to the audience. 
Click or copy link to your browser to view: 

 
https://youtu.be/B7JYRTqDqxw 
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We’ll finish off this newsletter with some great photos taken at 
the Spring PAN Banquet.  We hope you are able to make our 
Fall Banquet on Thursday September 13th at the 
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PAT & BJ COINS   http://www.patandbjcoins.com 

TOMAHAWK COIN   http://www.tomahawkcoinco.com 

THE EXECUTIVE COIN CO    http://www.executivecoin.com 

HAROLD B WEITZ     http://www.thinkcoins.com 

THE REEDED EDGE    http://www.reedededge.com 

PJ BEITER COINS    http://www.bobscoinsonline.com/ 

TREASURE HUNT   http://www.treasurehuntcoins.com 

TOM REYNOLDS    http://www.earlyamericancoppers.com 

BUTTERNUT COINS    http://www.butternut.org 

WORKINGMANS COINS   http://www.workingmancoins.com 
ANACS  http://www.anacs.com 

CoinZip  http://www.coinzip.com/ 
THE COIN COLLECTOR http://www.thecoincollector.com 

DEMPSEY & BAXTER  http://www.dempseyandbaxter.com 

MASON COINS  http://www.masoncoins.com 

COINOLOGIST  http://www.coinologist.com 

 

PAN DEALERS and ADVERTISERS 

 Did we miss you?  Send your web link to   pancoins@gmail.com 

JIM McGUIGAN     http://www.eusrc.com 

CYBERCOINS    http://www.cybercoins.net 

LARRY BRIGGS    http://www.larrybriggsrarecoins.com 

NORTHCOAST COINS  http://www.nccoins.com 

INGRID O’NEIL   http://www.ioneil.com 

STACK’S BOWERS GALLERIES http://www.stacksbowers.com 

NANSON NUMISMATICS  http://www.nansonnumismatics.com 

MARKET HARMONY  http://www.marketharmony.net 

PRO COINS   http://www.procoins.com 

THE 1715 FLEET SOCIETY  http://www.1715fleetsociety.com 
G.R. TISO NUMISMATICS, Inc   http://www.grtiso.com 

CoinWeek   http://www.coinweek.com/ 

NICKEL TRADER  http://www.nickeltrader.com 
PA CURRENCY.com  http://www.pacurrency.com 

PIRATE GOLD COINS.COM http://www.pirategoldcoins.com/ 

 

GREAT LAKES COIN & JEWELRY   http://www.greatlakescoinandjewelry.com 
CUNNINGHAM EXONUMIA  http://www.cunninghamexonumia.com 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION   http://www.money.org 
YEAGER’S POURED SILVER  http://www.yeagerspouredsilver.com 

ICTA Industry Council for Tangible Assets   http://www.ictaonline.org/ 
AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION  http://www.theshekel.org 

Yablonski, Costello & Leckie   http://www.ycllawfirm.com/ 
NSSLife  http://nsslife.org/ 
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THERE ARE SOME VERY NICE 
ITEMS IN OUR PANAuction 
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YOUR BUSINESS DISPLAY 
AD HERE 

 
All advertisers in the Clarion (our print 
journal) will have an ad appear in our 
PANeNEWS.  Our eNEWS circulation is at 
1,350 and growing every month.   It makes 
good business sense for you to become a part 
of it.  For those that have been advertising with 
us, your exposure has increased.  Don’t miss 
out.  For rates and deadlines contact: Clarion 
Editor Rich Jewell at:   rcj2543@earthlink.net    
or visit the Clarion Page on our website   
www.pancoins.org 

1114 Grandview Avenue  Pittsburgh, PA  15211 
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